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                                                      Fortuna Parks and Recreation Commission 
Regular Meeting Agenda 

Monday, August 9, 2021 at 6:00 P.M. 

 

We May Disagree, But We Will Be Respectful of One Another 

All Comments Will Be Directed to the Issue at Hand, and Addressed to the Commission 

Personal Attacks are Unacceptable 

The Commission May Take Action on any Item on this Agenda. 

 

*This meeting is being held in accordance with the Brown Act as currently in effect under the State Emergency 

Services Act, the Governor’s Emergency Declaration related to COVID-19, and the Governor’s Executive Order 

N-29-20 issued on March 17, 2020 that allows attendance by member of the Parks and Recreation Commission, 

City staff, and the public to participate by teleconference, videoconference, or both.  

 

*To submit public comments for this meeting prior to the meeting, please email comments to 

cmull@ci.fortuna.ca.us by noon on Monday, August 9, 2021. All public comments received by noon will be read 

into the record (limit to 3 minutes) during the meeting. Public comments will also be posted to the City of Fortuna 

website prior to the meeting. If your public comments are received after noon on Monday, they may not be read 

into the record or posted to the website prior to the meeting, but will be included in the official minutes.  
 

To provide public comment during the meeting, you can call 1-669-900-9128 and enter Meeting ID: 862 3599 

7384.  Passcode: 536258 press star (*) 9 on your phone - this will raise your hand. You will continue to hear the 

meeting on the call. When it is time for public comment on the item you wish to speak on, the Parks Director will 

unmute your phone. You will hear a prompt that will indicate your phone is unmuted. Please state your name 

and begin your comment. You will have 3 minutes to comment. 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER / FLAG SALUTE / ROLL CALL      6:00 PM 

Council  Staff  

Commissioner Karen Hardcastle City Manager Merritt Perry 

Commissioner Darrell Jackson Park and Recreation Director Cameron Mull 

Commissioner Sheri Jewett  

Vice-Chair Julie Wilson Council Representative 

Chair Joe Vassel Councilmember Jeremy Stanfield 

 

II. ORAL COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC  

Members of the Public may be heard at this time on any item within the subject matter jurisdiction of the City that is not on 

the Public Meeting Agenda. It is the practice of this Commission to hold public comment for every item of business on the 

agenda at the time that item is heard. If a speaker cannot stay for a particular item of business, they may be heard during 

this time. Comments concerning the Consent Calendar may also be heard at this time. Speakers addressing the Commission 

will be limited to 3 minutes per speaker. Be advised that, by law, the Commission can only deliberate or take action on 

items that are included on the agenda. 

 

*To submit public comments for this meeting prior to the meeting, please email comments to 

cmull@ci.fortuna.ca.us by noon on Monday, August 9, 2021. All public comments received by noon will 

be read into the record (limit to 3 minutes) during the meeting. Public comments will also be posted to the 

City of Fortuna website prior to the meeting. If your public comments are received after noon on Monday, 

they may not be read into the record or posted to the website prior to the meeting, but will be included in 

the official minutes.  
 

To provide public comment during the meeting, you can call 1-669-900-9128 and enter Meeting ID: 862 

3599 7384.  Passcode: 536258 press star (*) 9 on your phone - this will raise your hand. You will continue 

to hear the meeting on the call. When it is time for public comment on the item you wish to speak on, the 

Parks Director will unmute your phone. You will hear a prompt that will indicate your phone is unmuted. 

Please state your name and begin your comment. You will have 3 minutes to comment. 
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III. CONSENT CALENDAR  

These matters are routine in nature and are usually approved by a single vote. Any member of the Commission 

may pull a particular item for further discussion. 

1. Monthly Parks and Recreation Staff Reports for April through June 2021 

2. March Minutes will be attached at the next Parks & Recreation Commission Meeting 

 

IV. PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION BUSINESS 

None 

 

V. DISCUSSION 

A. Grant Opportunities and Updates on Parkland Acquisition and Development Projects 

VI. PARKS AND RECREATION STAFF REPORT 

 

VII. COMMISSIONER REPORTS AND COMMENTS 

 

VIII. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
At this time, members of the Commission may consider or request items to be placed on a future agenda through a 

consensus of the majority. 

IX. ADJOURN 

Pursuant to Government Code Section 54957.5, any non-confidential documents or writings that the City distributes, less 

than 72 hours before a regular meeting, to all or a majority of the legislative body's members must be made available to 

members of the public at the same time as the distribution. Documents and information related to the agenda topics are 

available for review at City Hall, 621 11th Street, between the hours of 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM. Members of the public are 

invited to come to the meeting and comment. In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special 

assistance to participate in this meeting, please contact the City Clerk at 725-7600. Notification prior to the meeting will 

enable the City to make reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility to this meeting. 

 

 

        Cameron Mull 

        Parks & Rec Director 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Parks and Recreation Commission 

August 9, 2021 

Page 3 of 14 

 

STAFF REPORT  

City Council Consent Calendar Agenda Item 
 

DATE:  April 19, 2021 

 

TO:  Honorable Mayor and Council Members 

 

FROM: Cameron Mull, Director of Parks & Recreation 

 

THROUGH: Merritt Perry, City Manager 

 

SUBJECT:   Parks & Recreation Monthly Report for March 2021 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 

 

Receive report as an informational item. 

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 

 

Director’s Report 

 

 The Rohner Community Recreation and Park District (RCRPD) had their monthly meeting on 3/3/21. 

A presentation was received by LACO & Associates to review the final draft grant application for the 

Prop 68 Statewide Park Program (SPP) for the construction of an aquatic facility located at 3000 

Newburg Rd. (McLean Campus), requesting $8.3 million to complete the project. The Board also 

discussed future potential revenue generation possibilities to support the future aquatic facility, as well 

as discussing future grant opportunities, marketing, and receiving a staff report from the Parks & 

Recreation Director. 

 The City also completed their Prop 68 SPP grant application for Newburg Park expansion and 

rehabilitation, requesting $7.9 million to complete the project. The grants were due to California State 

Parks on 3/12/21. City staff utilized the grant application from the previous round of the same grant; 

enhancing the application to make for a more compelling need for improvements. Over $100 million 

more is available in this round ($395 million total). Awards will be announced in late summer 2021, 

and this is the final (fourth) round of the SPP grant, with other competitive Prop 68 grants becoming 

available in November 2021, including Prop 68 Per Capita grant funds (projects identified after SPP 

award announced) in the amount of $177,000 each to the City and the RCRPD. 

 

Parks & Facility Maintenance 

 

 Red rock/ infield work was performed on both Softball Fields at Newburg Park 

 The south half of the soccer field was string-trimmed to allow the field to dry out more quickly, 

where 8 cubic yards of grass was removed 

 A repair was performed at the Bike Park with cold mix 

 A hazardous crack on the sidewalk entrance to Newburg Park was repaired 

 Four broken steel trash can lids from bus stops were repaired by cleaning, grinding, welding, 

priming, and re-painting in John Deere green 

 10x new 55-gallon drum/ garbage cans from Humboldt Creamery were picked up 

 All park garbage can lids in Rohner and Newburg were power washed  

 The exterior kitchen door at the River Lodge was repaired 

 The Rohner main cookshack door was adjusted for proper closure & locking 
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 All rain gutters in Rohner Park were cleared of debris 

 A large clump of pampas grass was removed from the rodeo grounds 

 Tree-trimming was performed in the Rodeo Grounds  

 Old/ non-usable roller skates were disassembled and discarded or metal-scrapped 

 A-1 Cleaning Services was trained on janitorial duties  

 A leaking drinking fountain was repaired at Hardball #1 at Newburg Park  

 Bushes and shrubs were trimmed on the Kenmar triangle median 

 The Australian Tea Tree bush at Monday Club was trimmed back 

 Tree branches on Fortuna Blvd that hung lower than 6 ft. were trimmed 

 Hazardous limb removal was performed at Newburg Park following heavy winds 

 The announcers/ scoring booth door was replaced in Rohner Park at the little league practice field 

 The Monday Club’s front porch beam received rot repair, including removal of rot, coated with 

wood hardener, filled with wood bondo, and was primed and painted  

 Red rock/ infield work was performed at Rohner Park to prepare for user groups  

 A 20 amp circuit breaker, receptacle, and cover plate was replaced at the Monday Club due to a 

fire hazard  

 

Depot Museum 

 

The Depot Museum re-opened to the public in late February when Humboldt County was moved into the Red 

Tier under the state’s “Blueprint for a Safer Economy.”  In March, we received 76 visitors. By comparison, 

before the COVID-19 pandemic, recent years’ March visitation totals were 2019: 207, 2018: 217, 2017: 186, 

2016: 167, 2015: 301, 2014: 234, 2013: 240, 2012: 193.  Our visitors in March 2021 came from Arbuckle, 

Bakersfield, Berkeley, Blue Lake, Fort Bragg, Fortuna, Garberville, Loleta, McKinleyville, Sacramento, San 

Diego, San Francisco and Weott, as well as from Idaho, Oregon and Washington.  

 

Fortuna Transit  

 

Passengers on the Fortuna Transit Bus totaled 687 trips during the month of March                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

2021.  The lift was used for non-wheelchair riders 35 times and 52 times for wheelchair trips. The Fortuna 

Transit had 12 new riders during the month of March. The Eureka medical trips on Tuesdays have been going 

well averaging around 2-5 riders. 
 

 

Sports, Classes and Facility Rentals 

 

Most sports, classes, facility rentals, and events continued to be postponed in March due to COVID-19 

mandates by the county and state. Results Fit Camp and Tang So Do programs rented the Firemen’s Pavilion 

when approved in the Red Tier/ under health guidelines to operate indoors at 10% capacity. Other local fitness 

center businesses continued to utilize various open-spaces and operate in the parks in order to support a 

continued revenue stream. 

 

 MAR 2020 MAR 2021 
YTD ~ July 2019 – June 

2020 

YTD ~ July 2020 – June 

2021 

# of passengers 726 687 8118 5148 

Total Miles 2182 2267 23278 15444 

Service Miles 2013 2068 21608 14342 

Hours Worked 281 330 2874.5 1730.25 

Service Hours 

Worked 
242.5 259 2469.5 1462.75 



Parks and Recreation Commission 

August 9, 2021 

Page 5 of 14 

 

Skating Rink 

 

The Fortuna Skating Rink was closed for public skate in the month of March due to the county’s continued 

CDPH delegation in the COVID-19 Red Tier, which does not allow “Family Entertainment Centers” to open 

indoors (until the Yellow Tier is reached). The City of Fortuna would like to thank its citizens for their patience 

during this closure, and we hope to re-open as soon as possible.  

 

Recreation Programs 

 

No recreation programs were administered throughout March until State & County health mandates are lifted 

to allow indoor activities. Planning and registration opened for the City’s Spring Break Camp program (4/12-

4/16/21), in which all day camps were previously approved in 2020 by Humboldt County Public Health as a 

“Child Care Program”. 

 

Community Service 

 

The Parks & Recreation Department had 3 people signed up to perform Community Service, and workers 

completed 5 hours in the month of March. The Community 
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STAFF REPORT  

City Council Consent Calendar Agenda Item 
 

DATE: May 17, 2021 

 

TO:  Honorable Mayor and Council Members 

 

FROM: Cameron Mull, Director of Parks & Recreation 

 

THROUGH: Merritt Perry, City Manager 

 

SUBJECT:   Parks & Recreation Monthly Report for April 2021 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 

 

Receive report as an informational item. 

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 

 

Director’s Report 

 

 Special event planning for City-sponsored summer events began in April. Specifically, City staff met 

with members of the Auto Xpo Board and Rodeo Association to assist with generating the Orange and 

Yellow Tier COVID-19 safety plans for each of the events for eventual approval by County Public 

Health. Plans associated with each event were sent to Dr. Ian Hoffman of Public Health, and he has 

provided the City with some additional requests/ guidelines to integrate into the plans. Maps of the 

event sites were also generated by City staff and presented to the County to help determine allowable 

capacity numbers for each event’s site, based on square-footage. An online webpage will be available 

in May (date TBD) to input all jurisdiction’s event data into Public Health’s portal for approval. 

 As of April 26, the Parks Office was able to begin renting outdoor facilities to the public. Users renting 

facilities must sign an additional COVID-19 release waiver, and are required to adhere to the current 

CDPH guidelines. Numbers of attendees allowed depends on the Tier and whether or not all users 

attending the event/ rental have proof of a negative COVID-19 test or have been fully vaccinated. The 

renter assumes the responsibility of this assurance and carries the liability of a potential injury or illness 

(with all rentals also being required to provide the City with a certificate of insurance liability; 

endorsing the City as additional insured). 

 As rentals, youth sports and facility rentals open up due to COVID-19 restrictions being lifted, the 

Parks & Recreation Department is recruiting for a number of open positions, with the goal of being 

fully staffed as restrictions become further lifted in order to serve the public at full staffing capacity. 

Candidates can visit 

https://www.friendlyfortuna.com/departments/human_resources/employment_opportunities.php to 

review all City of Fortuna’s current employment opportunities and access job applications. 

 

 

Parks & Facility Maintenance (non-routine items) 

 

 Red rock/ infield work was performed at Rohner Park on the Pavilion Field, Bartow #1, and Bartow 

#2 fields, including removing the grass growing around edges, and nail dragging the field before 

spreading the red rock 

 Red rock/ infield work was performed at Softball Fields #1 and #2 in Newburg Park to prep for youth 

girl’s softball season. Three new pitchers plates were also installed on those fields 

https://www.friendlyfortuna.com/departments/human_resources/employment_opportunities.php
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 The sun screen was installed on the Softball Field #1 backstop fence 

 A broken window at the Little League score shed in Rohner Park was replaced after being broken due 

to vandalism  

 A leaking waterline was repaired on the Conroy Field in Rohner Park next to the 3rd base dugout 

 A multitude of minor River Lodge repairs were completed to prep for re-opening 

 New electrical plugs for the River Lodge floor receptacles were painted to match and installed  

 Major electrical repair were performed at the River Lodge in order to get the facility up to proper code, 

reduce electrical fire hazard, and prep for HVAC repairs needed at the facility 

 A horizontal wooden beam at the Monday Club front porch was repaired due to rot before repainting 

 The fire-damaged east side of the Monday Club, as well as many trim pieces around the exterior of the 

building were primed and re-painted 

 Floor board repairs were completed in the Rodeo grandstands 

 The Fortuna Boulevard median edges, cracks, and gutters were sprayed with herbicide 

 The picnic tables in the covered patio area in Rohner Park we re-installed for the season 

 Sweeping of grass clippings was performed on all turf areas at Newburg Park, and  

 Hauling of grass, dirt and other green waste was delivered to the compost area at the City’s Corp Yard 

 A new window was replaced on the Rohner Rec Hall due to being broken (damage source 

undetermined)  

 

Depot Museum 

 

On April 6, Humboldt County was moved into the Orange Tier under the state’s “Blueprint for a Safer 

Economy,” permitting museums to be open for indoor activities at up to 50% of capacity. The total visitation 

at the Fortuna Depot Museum in April 2021 was 101 people.  During April 2020 the museum was closed under 

the governor’s Shelter-in-Place order; pre-COVID-19 April visitation totals in recent years were 2019: 179, 

2018: 156, 2017: 194, 2016: 246, 2015: 253, 2014: 194, 2013: 197, 2012: 282, 2011: 213. In April 2021, we 

welcomed California visitors from Alderpoint, Arcata, Bridgeville, Citrus Heights, Eureka, Ferndale, Fortuna, 

Gilroy, Gridley, Lake Elsinore, Patterson, Red Bluff, Rio Dell, Sacramento, San Francisco, Sonoma and 

Stafford, as well as out-of-state visitors from Illinois, Virginia and Washington.  A new exhibit has been 

installed in the fourth room of the museum, titled “The Way We Were: 1921.” 

 

 

 

 

 

Fortuna Transit  

 
Passengers on the Fortuna Transit Bus totaled 755 trips during the month of April                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

2021.  The lift was used for non-wheelchair riders 29 times and 59 times for wheelchair trips. The Fortuna 

Transit had 8 new riders during the month of April. The Eureka medical trips on Tuesdays have been going 

well averaging around 2-5 riders. 
 

 APRIL 2020 APRIL 2021 
YTD ~ July 2019 – June 

2020 

YTD ~ July 2020 – June 

2021 

# of passengers 367 755 8118 5903 

Total Miles 1083 2275 23278 17719 

Service Miles 991 2104 21608 16446 

Hours Worked 176 296.75 2874.5 1730.25 

Service Hours 

Worked 
154 252.75 2469.5 1462.75 
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Sports, Classes and Facility Rentals 

 

Recreational indoor sports and events continued to be postponed in April due to COVID-19 mandates by the 

county and state in the Orange Tier. Results Fit Camp and Tang So Do programs rented the Firemen’s Pavilion 

when approved in the Orange Tier/ under health guidelines to operate indoors at 25% capacity. Other local 

fitness center businesses continued to utilize various open-spaces and operate in the parks in order to support 

a continued revenue stream. Outdoor facility rentals opened up on April 26, and the Parks Office has been 

accepting applications, with user groups/ renters signing a COVID-19 waiver and following CDC guidelines 

for their rental. 

 

Skating Rink 

 

The Fortuna Skating Rink was closed for public skate in the month of April due to the County’s continued 

CDPH delegation in the COVID-19 Red and Orange Tiers, which does not allow “Family Entertainment 

Centers” to open indoors (until the Yellow Tier is reached). The City of Fortuna would like to thank its citizens 

for their patience during this closure, and we hope to re-open as soon as possible.  

 

Recreation Programs 

 

The City’s Spring Break Day Camp youth program was administered (4/12-4/16/21), in which all City day-

camp programs were previously approved in 2020 by Humboldt County Public Health as a “Child Care 

Program”. Registration for the Summer Fun and Kiddie Kamp programs (running 6/21-8/20) will open the 

first week in May. 

 

Community Service 

 

The Parks & Recreation Department had 4 people signed up to perform Community Service, and workers 

completed 17 hours in the month of April. The Community Service Work Program is a big part of the parks’ 

success. The workers help with trash pickup and various basic maintenance projects in Rohner and Newburg 

Parks, the River Lodge, and other Parks-maintained spaces throughout the city. Since the program started in 

1997, there have been 52,318 service hours completed in the throughout the City of Fortuna.  

 

RECOMMENDED COUNCIL ACTION: 

 

Receive Parks & Recreation Department Monthly Report. Consent Agenda vote.   
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STAFF REPORT  

City Council Consent Calendar Agenda Item 
 

DATE: June 21, 2021 

 

TO:  Honorable Mayor and Council Members 

 

FROM: Cameron Mull, Director of Parks & Recreation 

 

THROUGH: Merritt Perry, City Manager 

 

SUBJECT:   Parks & Recreation Monthly Report for May 2021 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 

 

Receive report as an informational item. 

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 

 

Director’s Report 

 

 With the Governor’s notification on 5/26 of re-opening indoor and outdoor facilities for rentals and 

events starting on 6/15, the Parks & Recreation Department has planned diligently for the imminent 

influx of general activity for facility rentals, recreation programs, and events in the parks re-opening. 

Recruiting and hiring staff (particularly part-time) to run the various department’s programs, host 

events, and perform maintenance has proven difficult, as the department lost multiple staff since the 

on-set of COVID-19. However, the department will be prepared for this potential full re-opening on 

6/15 in order to accommodate the public demand and return to anticipated activity pre-COVID-19. 

 The Rohner Community Recreation and Park District (RCRPD) had their monthly meeting on 5/5, and 

discussed future grant opportunities, marketing and public outreach concepts in order to gain support 

for a future Benefit Assessment if awarded the Statewide Park program (SPP grant) for construction of 

a pool, and received a monthly report from the Parks & Recreation Director. 

 

 

Parks & Facility Maintenance (non-routine items) 

 

 Prep work was performed in the Rodeo arena and grounds for a Gymkhana event  

 Installed base anchors on the Bartow practice field on first, second, and third bases for Little League  

 Removal of plants in the way for the tree planting at the Chamber of Commerce garden  

 Irrigation work was performed on Main St. bulbs (repair, replace, adjust, and program all bulbs) 

 Repairs were made at various locations at the Bike Park with cold mix 

 Installed bike pump sign for the Bike Skills Course at Newburg Park  

 Cleaned up graffiti/ paint in Rohner Park patio tables /Rohner restrooms/rodeo ticket booth  

 Repairs were made to 14 foot picnic tables  

 Installed new center pull paper towel dispensers at various locations 

 Weed cleanup and removal in bocce ball courts (weed whipping & burning)  

 Repaired leaking toilet in ladies restroom of Rodeo grounds  

 Repaired the door that is not closing correctly at the deadbolt on Rodeo announcer’s booth  
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 Replace broken latch and lock that was broken off of the rodeo electrical panel at the beer booth 

 Planted a new Fireglow Red Maple tree at Chamber garden area 

 Planted two new trees on Fortuna Boulevard  

 Red rock/ infield work was performed at Newburg Park’s softball fields  

 Spread 40 cubic yards of red rock split between Softball 1 and Softball 2 at Newburg Park  

 Made repairs, adjustments, replaced heads, then programmed the irrigation system at Newburg Park  

 Started Fortuna Blvd irrigation repairs 

 The Monday Club floor lobby and hallway were resurfaced with hardwood floor polish 

 All portable picnic tables that local businesses used for outdoor seating during COVID were and 

returned back to Rohner Park for the busy season 

 Replaced wax gasket on toilet and main water line at City Hall toilet men’s side  

 Install door bracket at Newburg Park cookshack to prevent door from slamming in the wind 

 Replaced water filter in River Lodge kitchen next to coffee sink  

 Repaired broken refrigerator handle at River Lodge. 

 Repaired disconnected hinge on River Lodge kitchen cabinet 

 Delivered all old CFL and used 4-foot fluorescent tubes to Recology, including e-wasting a microwave 

that was replaced in the Rec Hall 

 Picked up and hauled green waste at the Chamber and at Main St. bulbs upon request from the Fortuna 

Garden Club members 

 

Depot Museum 

 

May’s visitation total at the Fortuna Depot Museum was 108 people. As comparison, pre-COVID May 

visitation totals in recent years were: 2019: 303, 2018: 288, 2017: 310, 2016: 243, 2015: 258, 2014: 281, 2013: 

396, 2012: 358, 2011: 338, 2010: 317. Contributing to the lower visitation this May, in addition to reduced 

numbers of people traveling, is the fact that no school groups have visited the museum this year. In a typical 

year, one or more school field trips visit the Depot Museum in May.  In May 2021, we welcomed California 

visitors from Arcata, Auburn, Cottonwood, Dinsmore, Ferndale, Fortuna, Grass Valley, Los Angeles, 

McKinleyville, Redding, Rio Dell, Sacramento, Scotia, Walnut Creek and Willow Creek. We also welcomed 

out-of-state visitors from Arizona, Missouri, Oregon and South Dakota. 

 

A small seasonal exhibit was installed in the display case in the museum’s front room, featuring Mother’s Day 

themed books, sheet music, magazine articles and memorabilia from the Depot Museum’s collection. The 

exhibit in the fourth room of the museum focused on the 1918—20 “Spanish” influenza pandemic is being 

taken down, and replaced with expanded Fortuna Rodeo exhibits, commemorating this year’s centennial of 

the Fortuna Rodeo. 

 

Fortuna Transit  

 

Passengers on the Fortuna Transit Bus totaled 747 trips during the month of May                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

2021.  The lift was used for non-wheelchair riders 45 times and 30 times for wheelchair trips. The Fortuna 

Transit had 11 new riders during the month of May. The Eureka medical trips on Tuesdays have been going 

well averaging around 3-5 riders. 
 

 MAY 2020 MAY 2021 
YTD ~ July 2019 – June 

2020 

YTD ~ July 2020 – June 

2021 

# of passengers 446 747 8118 5895 

Total Miles 1201 2300 23278 17744 

Service Miles 1123 2108 21608 16450 
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Sports, Classes and Facility Rentals 

 

Little League and Humboldt Girls Fastpitch have both started their season with Little League in Rohner Park 

and Humboldt Fastpitch in Newburg Park. Fortuna High School also continued to utilize Newburg Park’s 

hardball fields for practices and games. Results Fit Camp and Tang So Do continued to hold classes in the 

Pavilion, along with Scotia School renting the Pavilion for traveling basketball practices. 

 

Skating Rink 

 

The Fortuna Skating Rink was closed for public skate in the month of May due to the county’s continued 

CDPH delegation in the COVID-19 Orange Tier, which does not allow “Family Entertainment Centers” to 

open indoors (until the Yellow Tier is reached). The City of Fortuna would like to thank its citizens for their 

patience during this closure, and we hope to re-open as soon as possible.  

 

Recreation Programs 

 

The City’s Summer Fun and Kiddie Kamp youth day-camp registration opened in early May, and the City is 

excited to offer this program again to the community. 

 

Community Service 

 

The Parks & Recreation Department had 4 people signed up to perform Community Service, and workers 

completed 12 hours in the month of May. The Community Service Work Program is a big part of the parks’ 

success. The workers help with trash pickup and various basic maintenance projects in Rohner and Newburg 

Parks, the River Lodge, and other Parks-maintained spaces throughout the city. Since the program started in 

1997, there have been 52,330 service hours completed in the throughout the City of Fortuna.  

 

RECOMMENDED COUNCIL ACTION: 

 

Receive Parks & Recreation Department Monthly Report. Consent Agenda vote. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hours Worked 160 272.00 2874.5 2002.25 

Service Hours 

Worked 
140 235.75 2469.5 1698.5 
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STAFF REPORT  

City Council Consent Calendar Agenda Item 
 

DATE: July 19, 2021 

 

TO:  Honorable Mayor and Council Members 

 

FROM: Cameron Mull, Director of Parks & Recreation 

 

THROUGH: Merritt Perry, City Manager 

 

SUBJECT:   Parks & Recreation Monthly Report for June 2021 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 

 

Receive report as an informational item. 

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 

 

Director’s Report 

 

 The Recreation Division held the first annual Pastels in the Park event at Newburg Park on 6/19/21. 

First 5 Humboldt reached out to the Director in May looking for a youth-oriented art project in the Eel 

River Valley community, as they had grant funds to support such an event. Their funding allowed the 

Division to purchase the pastel kits, as well as prizes for the top-3 winners (with some prizes being 

donated by FBID). A total of 25 participants registered, with each $50 registration fee going to Fortuna 

Parks & Recreation. Each participant was given a 10’x10’ plot to perform their artwork. 

 The Rohner Community Recreation and Park District (RCRPD) had their monthly meeting on 6/2. The 

focus of the meeting was planning for the purchase of the 8.4-acre lot adjacent to Newburg Park for an 

expansion, potentially using City and RCRPD’s Proposition 68 Per Capita Program funds for the 

purchase. The Eel River Valley Foundation (ERVF) took ownership of the parcel from the McLean 

Foundation, and the ERVF is requesting the City take transfer of the title by 1/1/2022. Without knowing 

the results of the Prop 68 Statewide Park Program (SPP) grant for the Newburg Park Improvement and 

Expansion project, a plan to use City and RCRPD Per Capita funds was discussed. The RCRPD Board 

also discussed future grant opportunities, marketing and public outreach concepts in order to gain 

support for a future Benefit Assessment if awarded the Statewide Park Program (SPP grant) for 

construction of a pool. 

 

Parks & Facility Maintenance (non-routine items) 

 

 Graffiti was covered up at the Bike Park 

 A ballpark light fixture that was hanging from a traffic accident on 5/31 on the Bartow Field first 

baseline was removed, with help from the Fortuna Fire Dept. 

 Repairs were made to multiple broken 14’ picnic tables 

 Repairs to Rohner Park’s stage were completed. This included replacement of all rotten boards, due to 

safety concerns 

 Power edging was performed along Newburg Park’s main soccer field sidewalks and Hardball 1’s 

sidewalk, all in preparation for baseball games and the Pastels in the Park event. Chalking out the 

10x10’ spaces on the swell for pastel spots was also performed 

 25 bags of chalk for the Rodeo was picked up at Hensell’s Materials and delivered 

 Adult softball season prep was performed, and all base anchors in need were raised  
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 Green waste from numerous Fortuna Garden Club trimming jobs was removed  

 All Main St. bulb irrigation systems were proof check and dry areas addressed  

 Wood chips for the Fortuna Garden Club were spread: 2 yards spread at Chamber/Library garden and 

35 bags spread to downtown bulbs  

 Fortuna Boulevard irrigation work and repairs were completed on the medians  

 Prep work in the Rodeo grounds for a Gymkhana event was performed  

 Herbicide was sprayed in the Rodeo grounds chip area and at the entrance  

 3 trailer loads of grass clippings form Newburg Park were removed and taken to the WWTP for 

composting  

 Picnic table bench repairs were made to next to the Parks Office 

 Graffiti was removed at Newburg Park’s park Hardball 2 bleachers 

 All FUHS graduation signs were placed then removed on the Fortuna Blvd. medians 

 Repairs were completed to the main electrical box disconnect switch on backside of Hardball 1 at 

Newburg Park  

 A leaking water line on Hardball 1 at Newburg Park was repaired  

 Rotten bleacher boards at Softball 1 were repaired 

 The bushes at City Hall were trimmed back 

 A gate at Softball 1 was repaired  

 Repair broken wooden softball 1 sign on fence and re install.  

 Tall grass and brush was removed near the Pistol Club 

 Bleachers were relocated and string trimming was performed for Little League’s All-Stars Tournament 

 Power edge and clean up along Rohner Park’s sidewalks was completed, as well as string trimming 

around valve boxes, trees, and signposts, in preparation for the Rodeo. All water-coupler boxes were 

painted in blue to prevent the Rodeo Carnival equipment from damaging them 

 All deep pit barbecue pits were seasoned for the Rodeo’s BBQ 

 

Depot Museum 

 

June’s visitation total at the Fortuna Depot Museum is 178 people. This is lower than our typical June totals 

for several reasons: continued lower amounts of tourist traffic, fewer school tours, and the fact that the museum 

will not be open seven days a week this summer; beginning June 16, the museum’s summer hours are 

Wednesday through Sunday, 12:00—4:30. By comparison, pre-COVID June visitation totals in recent years 

were 2019: 447, 2018: 527, 2017: 532, 2016: 575, 2015: 649, 2014: 711, 2013: 646, 2012: 503, 2011: 629 and 

2010: 489. One school tour visited the Depot Museum in June 2021: Pam Zana’s 3rd grade class from Scotia 

Elementary. In June 2021 we welcomed California visitors from Berkeley, Castro Valley, El Dorado Hills, 

Eureka, Fortuna, Mariposa, McKinleyville, Redding, Sacramento, San Francisco, San Jose, Santa Paula, Santa 

Rosa, Sebastapol and Sonoma.  We also welcomed out-of-state visitors from Colorado, Kentucky, Montana, 

New Jersey, Oregon and Utah. In June, we installed a small seasonal Father’s Day exhibit of photographs, 

cards, books and magazines on the theme of fathers, from the Depot Museum collection. Further exhibit work 

in June was expansion of the museum’s rodeo exhibits, in honor of the Fortuna Rodeo’s 100th anniversary. 

 

Fortuna Transit  

 

Passengers on the Fortuna Transit Bus totaled 794 trips during the month of June                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

2021.  The lift was used for non-wheelchair riders 56 times and 64 times for wheelchair trips. The Fortuna 

Transit had 8 new riders during the month of June. The Eureka medical trips on Tuesdays have been going 

well averaging 2-4 riders. 
 

 June 2020 June 2021 
YTD ~ July 2019 – June 

2020 

YTD ~ July 2020 – June 

2021 

# of passengers 446 794 8127 7444 
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Sports, Classes and Facility Rentals 

Little League, Legion/ 76’ers, and Humboldt Girls Fastpitch Softball continued their season with Little League 

in Rohner Park and the 76’ers and Humboldt Girls Fastpitch in Newburg Park. Results Fit Camp continues 

holding class in the Pavilion, along with Scotia School for basketball practices, and AAU traveling basketball 

team practices.  

 

Skating Rink 

The Fortuna Skating Rink re-opened on June 19th. The City of Fortuna would like to thank its citizens for their 

patience during the ongoing closures, due to the pandemic. The program is currently only able to offer Saturday 

night sessions, but plans to expand to Friday nights and Sunday days in the fall. 

 

Recreation Programs 

The City’s Summer Fun and Kiddie Kamp youth day camps began on June 21st. There are 102 children 

registered in Summer Fun, and 52 registered for Kiddie Kamp.  

 

The City’s Adult Softball Men’s and Women’s League started on June 21st. There are 6 Women’s and 10 

Men’s teams registered to play. 
 

Community Service 

The Parks & Recreation Department had 3 people signed up to perform Community Service, and workers 

completed 5 hours in the month of June. The Community Service Work Program is a big part of the parks’ 

success. The workers help with trash pickup and various basic maintenance projects in Rohner and Newburg 

Parks, the River Lodge, and other Parks-maintained spaces throughout the city. Since the program started in 

1997, there have been 52,335 service hours completed in the throughout the City of Fortuna.  
 

RECOMMENDED COUNCIL ACTION: 

 

Receive Parks & Recreation Department Monthly Report. Consent Agenda vote.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Total Miles 1201 2462 23311 22481 

Service Miles 1123 2280 21637 20834 

Hours Worked 160 309.75 2882.5 2608.75 

Service Hours 

Worked 
140 269 2476.5 2220.25 


